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This book twas presented 


DESCRIPTION OF THE ASHEVILLE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


The design of the New Asheville High School was approached with the paramount idea of the 
ultimate development of a comprehensive municipal schools group; the site of 46 acres, consisting of 
two broad wooded hills divided by a ravine, having been selected because of its adaptability to a broad 
program and because of the inherent naturalness and beauty of the landscape. The future program in- 
cludes conversion of the ravine into an athletic field, the arrangement of a natural amphitheatre in a 
natural depression close by the High School Auditorium, and “the construction of a Junior College 
building on the other hill beyond the ravine. 

The architect was not hampered by man-made surroundings and was permitted freedom in design 
by the authorities. So he was able to begin open-mindedly with the particular requirements and the 
particular materials available, always remembering, of course, that originality in design, to be accepta- 
ble, must not be forced and must not be merely a revolt against tradition, and that above all things it 
must be honest, that is to say, it must possess simplicity. 

Conformity to natural conditions in this case moved hand in hand with design. Matrials of a local 
character were chosen, the random run of pink granite from Rowan county quarries, in variegated tones, 
ranging from white, gray, pink, purple, ochre, bluish gray to dark gray. 

The tower that rears itself above the rotunda includes bands of brillant orange brick and terra cotta 
for contrast. Surrounding this tower on the fourth floor is the department of music, with a large room 
for orchestra and band practices and three smaller studios. 

Leading away at angles from the rotunda are the three main elements of the structure, an auditorium 
wing, which has a cafeteria below, and two academic wings. At the ends of the academic wings are the 
vocational laboratories, gymnasiums, and workshops. Each wing has a separate outside entrance as 
well as connecting passages, giving direct and easy circulation between all units. 

The auditorium, seating 1800 students, has a completely equipped stage and all facilities for dra- 
matic presentation 


Between the two academic wings, facing the court, and opposite to the auditorium wing is the 
rotunda with administrative offices, on the main floor. Above is the spacious hbrary, with study halls 
on either side. In this section the student activity rooms, providing for the various organizations of the 
classes, are grouped about a small auditorium, to be used for class meetings, debates and the like. 


The two gymnasiums are located at the rear end of one of the academic wings. One of them on 
the ground floor, in the physical education building, to be used by the boys, and for interscholastic 
games, has a gallery that seats well over 1,200 spectators. ‘The one on the second floor is exclusively 
for the girls. Below the ground floor are showers, dressing rooms, lockers and a reception room for 
visiting players. 

The vocational training departments and laboratories are grouped at the rear of the second aca- 
demic wing. In the manual arts building there is a well-equipped printing shop, with job presses and 
full equipment for the teaching of the fundamentals of hand composition. One also finds electrical 
laboratories, metal and wood working shops, chemical and physical laboratories, mechanical shops. All 
of these have the most modern equipment. 

On an axis with the courtyard between the two academic wings, will be located the athletic field. 

The central heating plant, supplying the present units and those to be constructed in the future is” 
located at the lowest part of the ravine and forms a bridge structure spanning the ravine. 

All fire risks have been eliminated from the building. ‘The structure is of fire-proof, type A, con- 
struction. 

There are 59 school rooms in the plant. The pupil capacity is 1500. The total cost including site 
and furnishings is approximately $1,000,000.00. The cost of construction was 32 cents per cubit foot. 

The School Board employed Dr. N. L. Engelhardt of Columbia University, New York, as con- 
sultant in both designing and developing the plans. The design is such that the plant can be doubled 
in pupil capacity without injury to the architectural symmetry of the group. 


THE BUILDING PROGRAM 


Since 1922 the Asheville Citizenship has authorized bond issues totaling 
$2,600,000.00 for expanding the school system. In pach of the three elections the 
people have authorized the School Board, by almost unanimous vote, to provide the 
equipment necessary for efficient school. work. With the $2,600,000.00 provided the 
Board has built nine new schools, made additions to several of the old ones, and ac- 
quired new school sites which total about 82 acres. Seven of the new buildings are 
illustrated in this booklet. In the new buildings and additions, there are 246 class 
rooms with a maximum pupil capacity of approximately 8000. ‘This is an increase of 
195% in the number of class rooms and 191% in pupil capacity since 1923. 


One building is of fire-proof construction. All others are of semi fire-proof, or 
fire-protected, construction. ‘he average cost of this total program exclusive of sites 
and equipment has been 27 cents per cubit foot. 


The School Board decided in 1926 to develop a Junior College as a part of the 
Public School System. ‘Two full years of standard Junior College work is now being 
given. The Asheville School System offers to every boy and girl of the community 
fifteen years of standard public school work. ‘This includes two years in the kinder- 
garten, six years in the primary and grammar grades, two in the Junior High Schools, 
three years in the Senior High School, and two years in the Junior College. ‘Truly there 
is here opportunity for the girl and boy to prepare for complete living. 


RECENT RATING OF ASHEVILLE SCHOOLS 


In November the State Department of Education in its journal, School Facts, pub- 
lished the latest efficiency rating of all County and City School systems within the 
State. The Department used the Ayres Scale in making the comparative ratings. ‘The 
Asheville System of Schools was given first place in the efficiency rating when compar- 
ed to all other systems of the State. 


In the December issue of School Facts the State Department rated the training of 
the teachers in all the City and County systems of the State. Asheville was given first 
place in the group of the eight largest cities of the State. On the basis of four years 
college training as a maximum the Asheville teachers had in 1925 a scholarship index 
of 76.6%. The last rating showed an index of 96.6%. The January issue of School 
Facts gave the average attendance rating of all school systems of the State. Asheville 
in this, too, was given first place among the larger cities of the State. 


The Asheville High Schools have been accredited by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools since 1913. ‘This Association is the highest educational 
accrediting authority in the South. It will not accredit any Junior College run in con- 
nection with a High School unless the High School is accredited. Since the Asheville 
High School is accredited the College of the City of Asheville is meeting every require- 
ment for the accredited relationship, 


NEW SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL—FRONT ELEVATION 


4 


Number School Rooms 59.. Maximum Pupil Capacity 1500 


All who will may enter and find within these walls equal and varied opportunity for a liberal edu- 
cation, based alike upon art and industry, with books and things, work and study combined; and 
where good health, the spirit of play, and joy in work well done shall abound —Condon. 


VGNILOYW GNV HOUACH OF GAONVULNG NIVIW 


SCHOOL BOARD 


GALLATIN ROBERTS Joun H. CatHry 
Mayor and Chairman 1927— Mayor and Chairman 1923-1927 
C. HENRY BARTLETT C. HENRY- BARTLETT 
Commissioner Public Safety 1927— Commissioner Public Safety 1923-1927 
Leroy B. RocERS FRANK lL, CONDER 
Commission Public Works 1927— Commissioner Public Works1923-1927 
Mrs. EUGENE GUDGER W. VANCE BROWN 
Mrs. EB. SULLIVAN . R. H. McDUFFIE 
Mrs. H. A. WELLS Wau. M. SMATHERS 


C. G. WoRLEY 


WILFRED LAADAN BROOKER 
Superintendent Schools 


Ape La ENGELHARDT Doueras D> ELLINGTON 
Columbia University Architect 


Supervisor of Design 


PALMER-SPIVEY CONSTRUCTION CoO. 
Builders 


SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
Dedication Exercises, 10 A.M. 


Mayor GALLATIN RoBERTS, Presiding 


Concert). 6.6. 2 ORS ee ee ee ae High School Orchestra 
AUIMETICA\ 28. Shek te Cla cer tants Bahri ee SR ee PO ee Director Frank Biddle, Leader 
Invocation tac.) 26. os, tae eee aes ee en ee Dr. H. B. ‘Trimble 


Hons. Gallatin: Roberts so) eee ee eee Mayor Asheville 
VEE Wee Lo Br OOKer 20) ac th aoe) eee geen a een ea Superintendent Schools 
Mrs ARTA" Little: < access aves: le eae, pe ne tae oe ee President. Council 2s “amar 
Violin Solo—Minuet—Schubert...Mr. Paul Thomas, Miss Julia Osling, Accompanist 
MrssoilascGs Berard sock. 2oak eee ey emeneee mien ne Representing Chamber Commerce 
Nir showard i Bement... etc a). kent ae ee en ee een, Headmaster Asheville School 
DreCarltonol Manne ate ee ene Assistant Superintendent Asheville Schools 
HonwaAlbert Leagues: 2 i. eee ee ee Chairman County School Board 
Tenor Solo—Hills of Home—Fox....... Mr. Arthur Zorn, Miss Osling, Accompanist 
Douglas D. Ellington, Architect. .. 2... Presentation of Keys to Mayor Gallatin Roberts 


ING Gasser. ot ise are: ea Dr. J. Henry Highsmith, State High School Inspector 


SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
Afternoon Program, 3 P.M. 


Mayor GALLATIN RosBerts, Presiding 


PUNCISI8 a p eae gies Use a ees es PS nee, MA, a High School Orchestra 
ATES By by teats tite ey OY OS nee pe ee Oe Cee TPE en a Director Frank Biddle, Leader 
Ui) Say KOT, 2 Wi le PO A a Sts se A ay A a aR ae Dr. R. J. Bateman 


FIVE MINUTE GREETINGS 


lg Mere OPO AWTIC LE 2 4, Ona ee oes ee Vice-President High School P. T. A. 
PWOMIRCE RL RIL WATS soo oi. tieaeetencriynlc ieee Podeie ric cial ote Principai Asheville High School 
MEAP ET UN Leto | ene et ke led Oe Uso Bo a ee sss President Cullowhee Normal 
Euphonium Solo-——Am Meer—Schubert.. Mr. Edwin Gould, Mr. Graham, Accompanist 
MEMS LZ CATTICC Soe Mini vialabals, ciicopacs) Ee wens ig Dean College of The City of Asheville 
aL] 1 AER pet cice scares eek as 8 ot ee gle koe sn a President Ministerial Association 
NMemNewion IMs -Anderson .. 4... 6c. e. so Chairman Board County Commissioners 
Tenor—Bass Duet from Attila—Verdt 


Messrs. Biddle and Zorn, Miss Holl, Accompanist 


CS a ea Supt. T. Wingate Andrest, President State Teachers Association, 
Superintendent High Point Schools 


SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
Evening Program, 8 P.M. 


Mayor GALLATIN Roberts, Presiding 


Concert 555 4.55 tee hs Seren gene en eee er High School Orchestra 
iNeatsin (6 ee ed eons rE. here lod Gaal o AM eh Dave & Director Frank Biddle, Leader 
TN VOCATION Pi oars) «sous, £ Sye Goce els pac eae hea oa ee rr Dr. R. F. Campbell 
fehesochool Program Weta gsee ees ener W. L. Brooker, Superintendent Schools 


School Masters Quartette—(a) Where Song Is Sweet—San-Souci 
(b) Softly the Shades of Even Fall—Wilson 
Biddle, Hartrick, Wunsch, Zorn 


FIVE MINUTE GREETINGS 


Hon) ohn, (Cathey 2. oem Mayor and Chairman School Board 1923-1927 
Drs) ohn. Calfee) ceteris ae ee ee President Asheville Normal 
Mra George Stephens =. 200 cccdis ae ee ee eee The Asheville Citizen 
Drawilliam’?) Prestong hw = yea eae ere ae ee President Duke University 
IMreD Hiden Ramsey) eee eee ee eee Vice-President Asheville ‘Times 
Bass Solo—Don Juan Serenade—Tschatkowsky ........00.0000- Mr. Frank Biddle 


PNCLOTESS ©)... ran its aae ee ee Dr. H. N. Snyder, President Wofford College 


FACTS ABOUT THE ASHEVILLE SCHOOLS 


Enrollment in 1920—-4943; in 1928—10226: increase 106%. 

Teachers in 1920—170; in 1928—345; increase 103%. 

Class Rooms in 1920-—126; in 1928—372; increase 195%. 

Maximum Pupil Capacity in 1920—4230; in 1928—12335; increase 191%. 


RATING OF ASHEVILLE SCHOOLS BY THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR 1927-28 


Davida venlards Highy schoGlunssrs eines nee eat IAA 
ELA etchere Lal Sb OCUOOI mete ee tie! ales ote IAA 
PAS GOG Ker Canta te ChLOOL le see name tte | ke ane tee IA 
Ashland and Murray Grammar Schools .......... IB 
lec OTE Crm DAMM AO Gl OO lmmsres erate Tt cakls eumin ee erent IA 
WOU tongs Glaribyar OC OOM. yee etter ah on.)-k: seen IB 
Ne WLOMM Cranial, SCOOOl mein Stl ctrsc ener earls asst ne IB 
Orne: Coewanibae he tsiolaterel| sara ea ere cts aot bes IB 
pale ka STATIC To CLOG mene i sek ens wens cml Lotaces tr la a pete IB 
Rancing Gramma res COOL: ie nl tebreteneeiey. cache IB 
Neatly Com Creal il tat OC OOM sr tents, wee at tse Soe SEI oo) « - IA 


Thus the State Department of Education has rated all of our schools for white 
children in Class I—the highest classification in the accrediting rating. ‘The letters 
refer only to the number of pupils attending. 


HALL FLETCHER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Erected 1925-26 


Class Rooms 30, Maximum Pupil Capacity 750 


CLAXTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
Erected in 1922-23 
Class Rooms 26, Maximum Pupil Capacity 910 


VANCE GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
Erected 1922-23 
Class Rooms 14, Maximum Pupil Capacity 840 


NEWTON ACADEMY SCHOOL 
Erected 1922-23 


Class Roon 14, Maximum Pupil Capacity 490 


EUGENE RANKIN GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
Erected 1925-26 
Class Rooms 15, Maximum Pupil Capacity 560 


STEPHENS-LEE HIGH SCHOOL FOR NEGROES 
Erected 1922-23 
Class Rooms 21, Maximum Pupil Capacity 736 
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UNIVERSITY OF N.C. AT CHAPEL HILL : : , 
LMI This book may be Kept out ane mont ness 2 ec 
00049657995 notice is sent to you. It must be brought to the North 
Carolina Collection (in Wilson Library) for renewal. 
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